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THE  NEW  REBELLION. 


When  the  Rebellion  was  crushed  by  the  armies  of  Grant  and  Sherman, 

^  *  .  *  •  « 

and  the  South  lay  exhausted  and  helpless,  the  rebels  acknowledged  that 
they  had  forfeited  life  and  property  and  were  prepared  to  be  grateful  for 
any  terms  short  of  extermination  and  wholesale  confiscation.  As  reported 
by  General  Grant  after  his  tour  of  inspection  in  1865,  all  hope  of  resistance 
was  abandoned,  and  they  awaited  in  silent  submission  the  doom  to  be  pro¬ 
nounced  on  them  for  their  great  crime.  A  few  demagogues  like  General 
Francis  P.  Blair  advocated  confiscation  on  a  large  scale ;  a  few  enthusiasts 
like  Thaddeus  Stevens  urged  a  mild  application  of  the  same  punishment, 
but  the  North  as  a  whole  was  generous  and  magnanimous.  It  asked  for  no 
retribution  for  the  past,  and  looked  only  for  a  settlement  that  should  insure 
security  for  the  future. 

Unfortunately,  President  Johnson  fancied  that  he  saw  the  opportunity  of 
consolidating  and  prolonging  his  power  by  destroying  the  party  that  had 
elected  him  and  by  becoming  the  champion  of  the  South.  This  galvanized- 
into  new  life  the  moribund  Democracy  of  the  North,  tvhich  at  once  com¬ 
menced  plotting  a  renewal  of  its  old  alliance  with  the  slave  power. - 
Stimulated  by  this,  the  rebel  leaders,  relieved  from  the  fear  of  the  halter, 
soon  resumed  their  former  arrogance  and  began  to  entertain  visions  of 
speedily  reasserting  their  pre-eminence  in  the  councils  of  the  nation. 
Urged  by  Mr.  Johnson  and  the  copperheads  they  scornfully  rejected  the 
magnanimous  settlement  proposed  by  Congress,  and  declared  that  they 
would  be  content  with  nothing  short  of  a  full  restoration  of  their  old  rights 
under  the  Constitution  which  they  had  failed  to  destroy. 

As  they  refused  their  co-operation  in  any  settlement  which  should  secure 
to  the  country  the  results  of  its  victory,  Congress  was  at  last  reluctantly 
forced  to  take  the  subject  into  its  own  hands  and  so  to  reconstruct  the  South 
that  its  participation  in  the  common  government  should  not  be  destructive 
to  us  all.  In  this  delicate  and  comprehensive  measure  not  a  trace  of 
vengeance  is  to  be  found.  No  right  of  property  has  been  interfered  with 
and  not  a  single  life  has  been  taken,  though  the  murders  of  Union  men  and 
loyal  negroes  by  infuriated  rebels  have  counted  by  thousands.  If  the  South 
was  temporarily  placed  under  military  control,  this  was  necessary  to  prevent 
anarchy  during  the  period  of  transition,  and  as  soon  as  civil  governments 
organized  themselves  in  the  several  States,  the  military  authority  has 
been  withdrawn,  until  only  Virginia,  Texas,  and  Mississippi  remain  unor¬ 
ganized,  through  their  own  procrastination  and  delays.  Such  is  the 
“military  despotism,”  the  “rule  of  the  bayonet,”  about  which  rebels  and 
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copperheads  have  raised  such  a  clamor.  History  may  be  vainly  searched 
for  a  settlement  so  just,  so  calm,  and  so  dispassionate,  under  provocation  so 
great  and  with  absolute  power  to  dispose  of  a  conquered  enemy. 

Yet  are  the  Southern  rebels  dissatisfied.  Johnson  and  the  Democracy 
had  held  out  hopes  of  restoring  to  them  their  old  supremacy,  and  with  these 
hopes  they  have  recovered  the  old  determination  to  rule  or  ruin.  The 
Democratic  party  has  been  so  long  accustomed  to  truckle  to  the  South  that 
its  old  doughface  spirit  immediately  revived,  and  without  a  struggle  it  sank 
at  once  under  the  control  of  its  old  allies.  Thus  the  New  York  Convention 
of  July  4th  was  managed  by  rebels  and  in  the  rebel  interest  with  scarce 
a  shadow  of  disguise,  as  might  be  expected  of  a  body  whose  leading  spirits 
were  such  prominent  rebel  commanders  as  Generals  Wade  Hampton,  of 
South  Carolina,  N.  B.  Forrest,  of  Tennessee,  E.  Barksdale,  of  Mississippi, 
Wm.  Preston,  of  Kentucky,  Wm.  B.  Bate,  of  Tennessee,  and  W.  R.  Cox, 
of  North  Carolina. 

The  Democratic  Platform. 

As  the  immediate  object  of  the  rebels  is  to  overthrow  the  reconstruction 
acts  and  thus  obtain  undisputed  control  over  their  own  States,  with  power 
to  persecute  and  expel  all  loyal  men,  they  took  care  to  commit  the  party 
through  its  platform  to  a  pledge  to  undo  all  that  has  been  done.  Thus  the 
second  resolution  demands — 

“  Amnesty  for  all  past  political  offences  and  the  regulation  of  the  elective 
franchise  in  the  States  by  their  citizens.” 

While  the  eighth  declares 

°  That  we  regard  the  reconstruction  acts  (so  called)  of  Congress,  as  such, 
as  usurpations  and  unconstitutional,  revolutionary  and  void.” 

And  the  chairman  on  resolutions,  Henry  C.  Murphy,  on  reporting  the 
platform,  stated  that  it  had  been  adopted  without  a  dissenting  voice ;  while 
the  Convention  received  it  with  frantic  applause  and  passed  it  by  accla¬ 
mation. 

Now  the  bitterest  rebel  in  the  South  is  perhaps  General  Wade  Hampton 
of  South  Carolina,  who,  on  his  way  to  the  meeting  of  the  New  York  Con¬ 
vention,  paused  to  attend  a  dinner  at  General  Lee’s  College,  where  he 
publicly  declared  that  the  “  lost  cause”  was  not  lost.  It  was  fitting  that 
he  should  be  a  delegate  to  the  Convention,  that  he  should  be  a  member 
of  the  committee  to  frame  the  Democratic  creed,  and  that  he  should  dictate 
its  terms  on  a  point  so  vital  to  the  rebel  interest.  On  his  return  from  New 
York  he  addressed  a  Seymour  and  Blair  ratification  meeting  at  Charleston, 
July  24th,  when  he  explained  that  in  committee  he  had  objected  to  the 
second  resolution  because  the  objects  of  the  South  would  hot  be  attained  if 
the  regulation  of  suffrage  were  left  to  the  States  as  they  at  present  exist. 
He  continued — 


“  I  thought  it  was  necessary  to  guard  and  limit  that  declaration,  and  to  the  end 
that  we  might  know  at  w'hat  time  we  could  go  back  and  say  who  were  the  citizens 
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of  the  States,  I  asked  that  they  would  declare  that  these  questions  belonged  to  the 
States  under  their  constitutions  up  to  the  year  1865.  Gentlemen  were  there  from 
North,  South,  East,  and  West,  and  by  all  we  were  met  with  extreme  cordiality. 
They  said  they  were  willing  to  give  us  everything  we  desired  ;  but  we  of  the  South 
must  remember  that  they  had  a  great  fight  to  make,  and  it  would  not  be  policy  to 
place  upon  that  platform  that  which  would  engender  prejudice  at  the  North.  They, 
however,  pledged  themselves  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  relieve  the  Southern  States, 
and  restore  to  us  the  Constitution  as  it  had  existed.  As  we  were  met  in  such  a 
kindly  spirit,  I  could  not  but  reciprocate  it.  I  knew  that  I  was  representing  the 
feelings  of  my  people  when  I  did  so,  and  I  told  them  that  I  would  withdraw  all  the 
resolutions  I  had  offered,  and  no  doubt  other  Southern  delegates  would  do  the 
same,  and  would  accept  the  resolutions  offered  by  Hon.  Mr.  Bayard,  the  Senator 
from  Delaware,  which  declared  that  the  right  of  suffrage  belonged  to  the  States. 
I  said  I  would  take  the  resolutions  if  they  would  allow  me  to  add  but  three  words, 
which  you  will  find  embodied  in  the  platform.  I  added  this  :  ‘  And  we  declare  that 
the  reconstruction  acts  are  revolutionary,  unconstitutional,  and  void.’  [Immense 
cheering.]  When  I  proposed  that,  every  single  member  of  the  committee — and 
the  warmest  men  in  it  were  the  men  of  the  North — came  forward  and  said  they 
would  carry  it  out  to  the  end.  Having  thus  pledged  themselves,  I  feel  assured 
that  when  the  Democratic  party  come  to  triumph  they  will  show  us  a  remedy  for 
our  misfortunes  in  their  own  good  time,  for  which  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  wait. 
Such  is  the  history  of  our  platform,  and  such  were  the  motives  which  governed  the 
committee  in  its  formation.” 

As  there  was  thus  a  distinct  pledge  that,  in  case  the  Democratic  party  was 
successful,  the  rebels  at  the  South  should  be  at  liberty  to  organize  anarchy 
at  home,  General  Hampton  thought  that  his  friends  ought  to  condescend 
to  accept  the  platform  ;  especially  as  the  Northern  Democratic  leaders  had 
shown  themselves  “willing  to  give  us  everything  we  desired,”  provided 
only  that  it  should  not  be  promised  so  openly  as  to  imperil  success  at  the 
Northern  elections. 

The  Democratic  Candidates. — Governor  Seymour. 

While  the  platform  was  thus  framed  through  rebel  influence,  and  to 
secure  rebel  support,  the  selection  of  candidates  was  no  less  significant. 
When  Seymour  was  nominated  by  Y allandigham,  the  South  could  well 
rush  in  and  aid  in  the  clamorous  farce  which  overcame  his  well-feigned 
reluctance.  Scarce  Yallandigham  himself  had  a  record  more  acceptable 
to  unsuccessful  rebels.  When  State  after  State  was  seceding,  he  was  one 
of  those  who  deprecated  all  resistance  to  secession  as  unconstitutional. 
Thus  in  the  Tweddle  Hall  Convention,  January  31,  1861,  he  asked — 

“Let  us  also  see  if  successful  coercion  by  the  North  is  less  revolutionary  than 
successful  secession  by  the  South.  Shall  we  prevent  revolution  by  being  foremost 
in  overthrowing  the  principles  of  our  government,  and  all  that  makes  it  valuable 
to  our  people,  and  distinguishes  it  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  ?  Shall  we 
compromise  after  war?  or  compromise  without  war?” 

And  when  the  Confederate  Constitution  was  framed  at  Montgomery,  Mr. 
Seymour  said  to  Judge  Charles  H.  Ruggles  : — 

“Judge,  have  you  read  the  Confederate  [Montgomery]  Constitution?  .  .  .  . 
I  have ;  and  it  is  better  than  ours  (the  Federal).  Then  why  not  obviate  all  difficulty 
by  simply  adopting  that  [Confederate]  Constitution  ?” 

Surely  the  rebels  must  be  hard  to  please  if  they  object  to  a  man  who  was 
willing,  at  their  dictation,  to  extend  slavery  over  the  whole  LTnited  States. 
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So,  while  Meade  was  desperately  contending  with  Lee  upon  the  field  of 
Gettysburg,  Seymour,  in  his  New  York  speech  of  July  4th,  1863,  was 
inflaming  the  passions  of  the  mob  and  denouncing  the  Government  in  its 
hour  of  greatest  peril : — 

11  Are  you  not  exposing  yourselves,  your  own  interests,  to  as  great  a  peril  as  that 
with  which  you  threaten  us?  Remember  this:  that  the  bloody,  and  treasonable, 
and  revolutionary  doctrine  of  public  necessity  can  be  proclaimed  by  a  mob  as  well 
as  by  a  government.  [Applause.]” 

And  when,  a  fortnight  later,  such  teachings  as  these,  aided  by  the  clamors 
of  the  Democratic  press,  had  caused  the  famous  draft  riots,  which  saved 
Lee’s  defeated  army  from  annihilation,  the  mob  paused  for  a  moment  in  its 
bloody  work  of  murder  and  arson  and  plunder  to  listen  to  Governor 
Seymour’s  honeyed  promises — 

“  My  Friends  :  I  have  come  down  here  from  the  quiet  of  the  country  to  see  what 
was  the  difficulty,  to  learn  what  all  this  trouble  was  concerning  the  draft.  Let  me 
assure  you  that  I  am  your  friend.  [Uproarious  cheering.]  You  have  been  my 
friends — [cries  of  ‘Yes,  yes !’  ‘That’s  so  !’  ‘We  are,  and  will  be  again  !’] — and 
now,  I  assure  you,  my  fellow-citizens,  that  I  am  here  to  show  you  a  test  of  friend¬ 
ship.  [Cheers.]  I  wish  to  inform  you  that  I  have  sent  my  Adjutant-General  to 
Washington  to  confer  with  the  authorities  there,  and  to  have  this  draft  suspended 
and  stopped.  [Vociferous  cheers.]  I  will  see  to  your  rights.  Wait  until  my 
adjutant  returns  from  Washington,  and  you  shall  be  satisfied.” 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  every  enfranchised  rebel  in  the  United  States  will 
vote  for  Governor  Seymour? 

General  Frank  P.  Blair. 

The  skill  of  the  Blair  family  in  political  intrigue  has  passed  into  a  pro-’ 
verb.  Yet  when  Frank  Blair’s  infamous  letter  to  Colonel  Broadhead  was 
published  on  the  day  before  the  Convention  met,  most  men  thought  that  he 
had  ruined  his  chances— -that  no  faction  would  dare  to  adopt  as  its  standard- 
bearer  a  renegade,  who,  after  advocating  wholesale  confiscation,  would  turn 
round  and  pander  to  the  rebellion  by  openly  suggesting  revolution  and 
anarchy  as  the  only  mode  of  restoring  rebels  to  power. 

“  Colonel  James' 0.  Broadhead  :  “Washington,  June  30, 1868. 

“  Dear  Colonel  : — In  reply  to  your' inquiries,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  leave  to 
you  to  determine,  on  consultation  with  my  friends  from  Missouri,  whether  my  name 
shall  be  presented  to  the  Democratic  Convention,  and  to  submit  the  following  as 
what  I  consider  the  real  and  only  issue  in  this  contest : — 

“  The  reconstruction  policy  of  the  Radicals  will  be  complete  before  the  next 
election ;  the  States  so  long  excluded  will  have  been  admitted,  negro  suffrage 
established,  and  the  carpet-baggers  installed  in  their  seats  in  both  branches  of 
Congress.  There  is  no  possibility  of  changing  the  political  character  of  the 
Senate,  even  if  the  Democrats  should  elect  their  President  and  a  majority  of  the 
popular  branch  of  Congress.  We  cannot,  therefore,  undo  the  radical  plan  of  re¬ 
construction  by  Congressional  action  ;  the  Senate  will  continue  a  bar  to  its  repeal. 
Must  we  submit  to  it?  How  can  it  be  overthrown?  It  can  only  be  overthrown 
by  the  authority  of  the  Executive.  ***** 

“  If  the  President  elected  by  the  Democracy  enforces  or  permits  others  to  en¬ 
force  these  reconstruction  acts,  the  Radicals,  by  the  accession  of  twenty  spurious 
Senators  and  fifty  Representatives,  will  control  both  branches  of  Congress,  and  his 
Administration  will  be  as  powerless  as  the  present  one  of  Mr.  Johnson. 

“  There  is  but  one  way  to  restore  the  Government  and  the  Constitution,  and  that 
is  for  the  President  elect  to  declare  these  acts  null  and  void,  compel  the  army  to 


5 


undo  its  usurpations  at  the  South,  disperse  the  carpet-bag  State  governments,  and 
allow  the  white  people  to  reorganize  their  own  governments  and  elect  Senators  and 
Representatives.  The  House  of  Representatives  will  contain  a  majority  of  Demo¬ 
crats  from  the  North,  and  they  will  admit  the  Representatives  elected  by  the  white 
people  of  the  South,  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the  President  it  will  not  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  compel  the  Senate  to  submit  once  more  to  the  obligations  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution.  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

“  I  repeat  that  this  is  the  real  and  only  question  which  we  should  allow  to  con¬ 
trol  us.  *  *  *  We  must  restore  the  Constitution  before  we  can  restore  the 
finances,  and  to  do  this  we  must  have  a  President  who  will  execute  the  will  of  the 
people  by  trampling  into  dust  the  usurpations  of  Congress  known  as  the  recon¬ 
struction  acts.  I  wish  to  stand  before  the  Convention  upon  this  issue,  as  it  is  one 
which  embraces  everything  else  that  is  of  value  in  its  large  and  comprehensive  re¬ 
sults.  It  is  the  one  thing  that  includes  all  that  is  worth  a  contest,  and  without  it 
there  is  nothing  that  gives  dignity,  honor,  or  value  to  the  struggle. 

“Your  friend,  Frank  P.  Blair.” 

The  event,  however,  showed  that  the  Blairs  had  truly  forecast  the  abject 
subserviency  of  the  Democracy.  Though  the  Convention  of  Soldiers  and 
Sailors,  which  was  run  as  a  tender  to  the  Democratic  Convention,  ear¬ 
nestly  presented  the  claims  of  General  Thomas  Ewing,  Jr.,  for  the  Vice- 
presidential  nomination,  he  was  cast  aside  contemptuously.  Frank  Blair 
had  made  a  bid  for  rebel  support  that  no  one  could  exceed.  He  was, 
therefore,  appropriately  nominated  by  the  rebel  General  Preston,  and  was 
enthusiastically  declared  the  candidate  of  the  Democracy. 

It  is  no  wonder  that,  overflowing  with  gratitude,  in  his  speech  to  the 
Convention  on  receiving  the  nomination,  he  exclaimed: — 

“  What  civilized  people  on  earth  would  refuse  to  associate  with  themselves,  in 
all  the  rights  and  honors  and  dignity  of  their  country,  such  men  as  Lee  and  John¬ 
son  ?  What  civilized  country  on  earth  would  fail  to  do  honor  to  those,  wrho, 
fighting  for  an  erroneous  cause,  yet  distinguished  themselves  by  gallantry  in  that 
service  ?  (Applause.)  In  that  contest  for  which  they  are  sought  to  be  disfran¬ 
chised  and  to  be  exiled  from  their  homes — in  that  contest  they  have  proved  them¬ 
selves  worthy  to  be  our  peers.  (Applause.)” 

And  in  his  formal  letter  of  acceptance  he  strives  to  excite  the  ardor  of 
Southern  fire-eaters  and  Northern  dupes  by  foolish  bombast  as  to  the 
wrongs  perpetrated  and  designed  by  the  Republicans,  forgetting,  appa¬ 
rently,  that  by  the  very  terms  of  the  reconstruction  act  no  presidential 
election  can  take  place  in  a  State  which  has  not  previously  been  handed 
over  by  the  military  to  the  civil  authorities  of  its  own  choice. 

“  This  must  be  allowed  to  take  its  course.  This  is  the  only  road  to  peace  ;  it 
will  come  with  the  election  of  the  Democratic  candidate,  and  not  with  the  election 
of  that  mailed  warrior,  whose  bayonets  are  now  at  the  throats  of  eight  millions  of 
people  in  the  South,  to  compel  them  to  support  him  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presi¬ 
dency,  and  to  submit  to  the  domination  of  an  alien  race  of  semi-barbarous  men.” 

The  encouragement  thus  given  to  the  worst  passions  of  the  South  is  well 
exemplified  by  the  Memphis  Avalanche,  well  known  as  one  of  the  bitterest 
of  rebel  sheets.  In  publishing,  July  21,  Blair’s  letter  to  Broadhead,  it 
exultingly  remarks : — 

“  For  uttering  similar  sentiments  to  the  above  we  have  been  denounced  and 
called  imprudent.  Had  the  above  extract  appeared  in  the  Avalanche  as  editorial, 
the  political  fossils  would  have  raised  their  hands  in  holy  horror,  and  stigmatized 
us  as  a  revolutionist.  We  would  have  been  taunted  with  the  worn-out,  stereo- 
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typed  complaint  that  such  imprudent  expressions  injure  the  Northern  Democracy 
and  the  Southern  people  in  the  North.  But,  strange  to  say,  it  was  the  publication 
of  the  letter,  from  which  we  take  the  above  extracts,  that  secured  Mr.  Blair  his 
nomination  for  the  Yic.e  Presidency.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  North  is  far 
ahead  of  the  South.  They  are  rife  for  revolution.  They  are  determined  that  all 
the  infamous  and  unconstitutional  legislation  of  Radicalism  shall  be  wiped  out. 
The  position  which  General  Blair  has  taken,  strong  as  it  is,  has  been  echoed  by 
the  Democracy  of  the  North.  The  soldiers  of  the  North  proclaim  that  they  fought 
to  restore  the  Union,  but  that  ten  States  are  yet  out  of  the  Union,  that  peace  has 
not  been  restored,  and  that  tranquillity  and  fraternity  can  never  exist  under  the 
reconstruction  acts,  and  that  they  are  willing  to  fight  for  four  years  longer  to 
secure  a  restoration  of  the  Union.  The  fiat  has  gone  forth  that  the  infamous  mea¬ 
sures  which  an  infamous  Congress  has  adopted,  solely  to  secure  the  Radical  party 
in  power,  shall  be  disregarded,  declared  unconstitutional,  inoperative  and  void,  and 
the  people  restored  to  those  rights  and  liberties  of  which  they  have  been  robbed.” 

Soldiers  of  the  Union  armies,  are  you  ready  thus  to  take  up  arms  again 
to  undo  all  that  you  accomplished  in  four  years  of  deadly  strife  ? 

The  Rebellion  Re-asserts  Itself. 

The  success  of  the  rebels  in  regaining  control  of  the  Democratic  party' 
was  so  complete,  that  the  South  at  once  was  fired  with  hopes  of  restoring 
“the  lost  cause. ”  Seymour  and  Blair  ratification  meetings  were  forthwith 
held  everywhere,  at  which  the  speakers  vied  with  each  other  in  proclaim¬ 
ing  the  good  time  at  hand,  when  reconstruction  should  be  wiped  out,  and 
they  should  obtain  all  for  which  they  had  fought  and  suffered.  At  Rich¬ 
mond,  July  11,  ex-Governor  "Vance  of  North  Carolina  declared  that  what 
the  Confederacy  had  failed  to  obtain  by  war  would  be  gained  by  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  Seymour  and  Blair.  Ex-Governor  Wise  of  Virginia  followed  this 
up  by  assuring  the  rebel  mob  that  the  Democratic  platform  was  in  error  in 
assuming  in  its  first  resolution  that  secession  was  dead,  for,  in  fact,  seces¬ 
sion  at  this  day  is  more  alive  than  ever. 

So,  at  the  ratification  meeting  in  Savannah,  July  20,  General  A.  R.  Law- 
ton  declared  in  his  speech  that — 

“Now,  for  the  first  time,  we  had  a  platform  of  principles,  and  leaders  around 
whom  we  could  rally.  It  was  the  noblest,  best,  boldest  declaration  of  principles 
ever  laid  down  in  the  United  States,  and  the  demonstrations  here  to-night  showed 
that  it  was  in  unison  with  the  feelings  of  the  people.  There  was  nothing  that  the 
South  wanted  that  was  not  there.  The  military  despotism  which  has  held  us  in 
thraldom  was  there  set  in  its  proper  light.  For  the  first  time,  we  have  a  platform 
we  can  adhere  to.  We  have  a  work  to  do  which  can  be  accomplished.  We  have 
leaders  to  represent  those  principles  who  will  carry  us  out  of  the  Slough  of 
Despond.  Peace  has  its  victories  as  well  as  war ;  those  great  principles  for  which 
we  fought,  and  which  we  feared  were  lost,  may  yet  be  achieved  through  the  instru¬ 
mentality  of  the  ballot-box.  Success  must  be  our  watchword,  and  we  must  stand 
up  bravely  for  those  who  are  working  for  us.” 

And  the  Hon.  Henry  R.  Jackson  said  : — 

“  He  came  to  £#jve  his  heart  and  voice  for  what  they  were  worth  to  the  great 
American  Democracy.  Against  those  principles  he  had  never  rebelled.  They 
were  our  principles  in  1850,  in  1860,  in  1861, 1862,1863, 1864,  and  1865.  In  vindi¬ 
cation  of  them  the  blood  of  our  people  had  flowed  freely  throughout  the  land.  They 
were  the  principles  of  Clay,  Calhoun,  and  Webster,  the  equally  illustrious  ex¬ 
pounders  of  the  people.  We  have  never,  never,  never  abandoned  them.  And  now 
we  are  told  by  those  who  have  returned  to  us  from  the  North,  that  there  a  Conven¬ 
tion  has  been  held,  and  principles  put  forth,  and  we  are  called  upon  to  strike 
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together  for  this  common  cause.  The  miscreants  who  had  invaded  the  places  of 
power  already  saw  the  handwriting  on  the  wall.” 

At  the  Mobile  ratification  meeting,  “Admiral”  Semmes,  the  pirate, 
stimulated  his  audience  by  boldly  declaring  the  truth  that  Democracy  and 
rebellion  were  the  same  thing  under  different  names.  According  to  the 
Mobile  Tribune — 

“Admiral  Semmes  advanced  and  stated  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  make  a 
speech.  The  notice  of  the  meeting  first  caught  his  eye  at  his  country  place,  and 
induced  him  to  come  to  the  city,  and  leave  his  retirement  in  the  country  and  to 
come  here  and  rejoice  over  the  action  of  the  great  and  glorious  Democratic  party. 
He  had  withdrawn  from  politics,  but  he  now,  in  common  with  all  others,  was  de¬ 
sirous  of  taking  part  in  this  most  momentous  campaign.  He  had  always  been  a 
Democrat;  he  had  fought  in  the  war  as  a  Democrat ;  he  had  once  despaired  of 
a  Republican  Government  in  this  country,  but  now  there  was  a  light  in  the  East 
which  bid  them  hope.  He  had  drawn  his  sword  against  that  old  flag  because  he 
vms  a  Democrat ,  and  it  had  ceased  to  wave  over  a  free  and  constitutional  country. 

“  The  Admiral  continued  briefly  in  a  warm  and  eloquent  style,  which  completely 
carried  away  his  hearers,  who  broke  forth  in  the  loudest  applause.  He  concluded 
with  the  remark  that  he  here  renewed  his  adhesion  to  that  flag,  provided  it  could 
wave  over  a  government  presided  over  by  such  constitutional  Democrats  as  Horatio 
Sevmour  and  Frank  P.  Blair.” 

So  Howell  Cobb,  the  traitorous  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  Buchanan’s 
Cabinet,  at  another  meeting,  urges  his  friends  to  renetv  the  struggle,  and 
bids  defiance  to  the  gallant  armies  that  had  once  alreac^  conquered  him 
and  his  fellows  : — 

“  Come  one  and  all,  and  let  us  snatch  the  old  banner  from  the  dust,  give  it  again 
to  the  breeze,  and,  if  needs  be,  to  the  God  of  battles,  and  strike  one  more  honest 
blow  for  constitutional  liberty.  (Prolonged  and  enthusiastic  applause.)  In  war  we 
drew  the  sword  and  bade  them  defiance  ;  in  peace  we  gather  up  the  manhood  of  the 
South,  and  raising  the  banner  of  constitutional  equality,  and  gathering  around  it 
the  good  men  of  the  North  as  well  as  the  South,  we  hurl  into  their  teeth  to-day 
the  same  d fiance,  and  bid  them  come  on  to  the  struggle.  We  are  ready  for  it  if 
you  are.  (Great  applause.”) 

At  the  meeting  held  at  Columbia,  S.  C.,  Col.  J.  P.  Thomas  gave  vent 
to  his  rejoicing  at  the  prospect - 

“  The  loyalty  due  to  the  government  we  now  acknowledge  is  not  inconsistent  with 
our  fidelity  to  the  sentiments,  the  principles,  and  the  memories  of  our  Confederate 
cause.  It  may  be  premature  to  deck  with  laurels  the  brows  of  the  living,  but  not 
too  soon  is  it  to  strew  with  garlands  the  graves  of  the  dead  in  the  cause.  Praise, 
then,  to  the  soldiery — officers  and  men  alike — who  live  in  honor,  or  died  in  glory. 
Upon  many  a  hard-fought  battle-field  they  showed  their  fidelity  to  the  ‘lost 
cause.’  ” 

And  at  Atlanta,  Geo.,  July  23,  B.  H.  Hill  prophesied — 

“  0,  it ’s  coming — thank  God,  it ’s  coming — -coming  to  the  cheer  of  patriots  and 
the  dismay  of  traitors.  Yes,  I  tell  you  victory  is  coming.  We  have  suffered,  and 
suffered  much.  Our  comrades  are  sleeping — ah,  sleeping !  many  of  them  by  the 
streams  and  in  the  valleys  of  Georgia.  They  are  sleeping  on  the  banks  of  the  deep¬ 
rolling  Mississippi ;  they  are  sleeping  all  over  Virginia,  grander  than  the  pyramids 
of  Egypt,  and  richer  than  the  mines  of  India.  (Enthusiastic  cheers.)  Spirit  of 
our  departed  braves,  we  are  not  dishonored  yet !  and  though  the  vile,  the  low,  the 
corrupt,  and  the  perjured  are  seeking  to  be  our  rulers,  and  have  seized  upon  our 
high  places,  the  noble,  the  valiant,  and  the  true  are  still  left  to  us,  and  through  all 
our  borders  are  taking  courage,  and  hymning  the  notes  of  coming  triumph.  Ye 
miserable  spawns  of  political  accidency.  hatched  by  the  putrid  growth  of  revolu¬ 
tionary  corruption  into  an  ephemeral  existence — renegades  from  every  lawr  of  God, 
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and  violators  of  every  right  of  man — we  serve  you  with  notice  this  day  that  this 
victory  is  coining.” 

It  therefore  surely  was  not  inappropriate,  that  at  the  Democratic  State 
Convention  held  at  Topeka,  Kansas,  the  hall  was  decorated  with  the  Con¬ 
federate  and  United  States  flags  lovingly  entwined,  and  that  no  delegate 
present  raised  an  objection  to  this  unholy  alliance. 

The  Rebel  Press 

Is  quite  as  energetic  as  the  public  speakers  in  glorifying  the  rebellion,  and 
predicting  the  success  of  its  principles  now  that  it  has  received  the  open 
adhesion  of  the  Democracy.  Thus  the  Louisville  Journal ,  which  once 
pretended  to  be  a  Union  paper,  says  : — 

“  What  sort  of  Republicanism  is  that  which  would  honor  Generals  Thomas, 
Sheridan,  and  Meade,  and  degrade  Generals  Forrest  and  Hampton?  Forrest  is  as 
good  a. ■  man  as  Sheridan ,  and  a  better  cavalryman.  No  Radical  will  pretend  to  say 
that  Hampton  is  inferior  in  talent ,  virtues,  or  accomplishments  to  Thomas.  Now, 
if  this  is  a  free  government,  why  should  discriminations  be  made  in  favor  of  one 
set  of  men  as  against  another?  When  General  Hampton  was  at  the  head  of  his 
legion,  and  General  Forrest  in  his  saddle,  they  did  not  pretend  to  be  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  They  levied  an  honest  and  a  vigorous  war  against  the  United  States 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing,  not  a  monarchy  or  an  empire,  but  a  separate  repub¬ 
lic.  They  fought  splendidly  and  skilfully.  They  achieved  the  homage  of  the  whole 
world  for  valor  and  abilities.  But  they  failed ,  and  the  failure  implying  a  restora¬ 
tion  of  the  Union,  they  surrendered,  and  resumed  their  allegiance.  To  say  that 
either  might  not  have  entered  the  United  States  Senate  the  day  after  is  to  say 
that  republicanism  is  a  dead  letter.  To  say  that  they  might  have  done  so,  and 
should  have  done  so  if  the  people  saw  fit  to  elect  them,  would  be  to  establish  a 
precedent  that  would  have  restored  the  Union  in  six  months,  and  no  one  been  the 
worse.  This  is  our  sort  of  republicanism,  and  any  other  sort  means  continued 
strife,  disabilities,  exclusions,  alienations,  wrongs,  rapine,  encroachments,  usurpa¬ 
tions,  frauds,  violence,  final  overthrow.  Hampton ,  Forrest,  and  Lee  are  accessions 
to  the  Democratic  party.  They  are  like  mile-posts  along  the  Democratic  highway 
that  leads  through  the  South,  denoting  the  direction  and  distances  to  a  state  of 
real  peace  and  union.  We  are  proud  of  them  ;  and  we  present  them  with  confi¬ 
dence  to  the  people  of  the  North,  and  we  say,  ‘  Here  are  our  trophies.’  They  are 
worth  all  the  bureaus  and  carpet-bags,  and  negro  militia,  and  tax  collectors,  and 
petty  military  tyrants,  and  greasy  contractors,  and  fat  bond-holders  that  a  corrupt 
Congress  can  manufacture  between  this  and  doomsday.” 

The  Mobile  Tribune  is  not  backward  in  bearing  its  testimony  in  favor 
of  the  identity  of  Democracy  and  Rebellion  : — 

“Friends — fellow-citizens  of  Mobile — comrades  of  the  Queen  City  of  the  Gulf! 
let  us  make  one  more  effort  in  behalf  of  our  rights  and  our  liberties.  If  we  are  suc- 
cessful  in  the  approaching  contest  we  shall  regain  all  that  we  lost  in  the  Lost  Cause. 
We  shall  be  freemen  once  more.  We  shall  have  a  country.  We  shall  be  able  to 
reverse  the  iron  rule  which  has  been  imposed  upon  us,  and  turning  that  iron  into 
brands  of  fire,  hurl  them  back  on  the  heads  of  the  flagitious  wretches  who  have  in¬ 
flicted  so  many  foul  and  flagrant  wrongs  on  our  bleeding  country.  Once  more  to 
the  breach  then — yet  once  more  !  and  when  the  cloud  shall  have  cleared  away  from 
the  flaming  field,  our  flag — the  grand  old  Democratic  flag — will  be  seen  in  all  its 
glory,  streaming  like  the  thunder  cloud  against  the  wind.  Let  us  then  rally  once 
more  around  the  dear  old  flag,  which  we  have  followed  so  often  to  glory  and  to 
victory.  Let  us  plant  our  standard  in  the  midst  of  the  field,  and  let  us  once  more 
raise  the  war  cry — ‘  he  who  doubts  is  damned ;  he  who  dallies  is  a  dastard.’  ” 

The  Charleston  Mercury  is  as  rabid  as  that  pestilent  sheet  was  wont  to 
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be  in  1860  and  1861,  when  it  did  its  utmost  to  bring  upon  us  all  the  calami¬ 
ties  of  civil  war. 

“  We  believe  that  we  fought  for  our  rights,  driven  on  by  fanatical  Radicals.  We 
believe  so  still.  If  there  is  to  be  peace,  the  North  must  accept  this  fact.  We  meet 
on  a  parity  of  good-will,  or  we  meet  not  at  all.  We  ask  no  more  than  we  give,  and 
we  give  no  more  than  we  ask.  If  it  is  the  expectation  of  men  of  the  North  that 
General  Wade  Hampton,  or  men  of  the  South,  are  to  go  there  or  elsewhere  with 
bated  breath,  swallow  our  deeds,  recant  our  principles,  and  fawn  at  the  feet  of 
Northern  men,  they  mistake  both  him  and  us.  We  meet  as  friends,  or  else  as  ene¬ 
mies.” 

How  it  is  to  be  Accomplished. 

In  the  now  acknowledged  confederacy  between  Democracy  and  rebellion, 
all  parties  are  agreed  that  the  reconstruction  acts  must  be  wiped  out  in 
order  that  negro  suffrage  must  be  abolished.  But  negro  suffrage  exists  at 
the  South  as  a  fact,  and  negroes  must  vote  at  the  coming  election.  Influ¬ 
ences,  therefore,  must  be  brought  to  bear  upon  them  in  order  to  procure 

their  votes  for  their  own  disfranchisement.  To  this  noble  task  the  cliivalrv 

*  %/ 

are  now  bending  their  energies.  The  Mobile  Register  of  July  22  tries  its 
hand  with  a  comical  mixture  of  cajolery  and  threats  of  extermination : — 

“While  the  Southern  whites  cannot  be  worsted  by  a  civil  war,  which  is  certainly 
within  the  bounds  of  possibility,  the  colored  people  will  be.  As  the  late  sectional 
war  resulted  in  their  emancipation,  a  civil  war,  arising  out  of  issues  to  which  they 
are  parties,  would  be  the  signal  of  their  political  annihilation.  They,  of  all  human 
beings  on  this  American  soil,  are  most  deeply  interested  in  the  preservation  of  peace, 
and  hence,  of  all  others,  they  are  most  deeply  concerned  in  the  success  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  in  the  Presidential  election.  If  the  colored  people,  by  their  votes, 
help  to  give  the  victory  to  our  enemies  and  to  keep  us  white  men  in  our  present 
condition  of  disfranchisement  and  outlawry  on  our  own  soil,  they  will  forever  make 
the  whites  of  the  South  their  enemies,  and  let  them  look  to  the  consequences  !  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  vote  with  their  own  home  people 
and  not  with  strangers,  vote  to  do  justice  to  their  former  masters  and  tq  give  back 
to  them  the  rights  which  robbers  and  scoundrels  have  deprived  them  of,  then  there 
will  be  peace  and  friendship,  good-will  and  mutual  confidence  between  the  two 
colors,  and  an  assurance  that  full  justice  will  be  done  to  them  in  the  free  bestowal 
of  every  civil  and  political  privilege  which  is  consistent  with  good  government  in 
the  State. 

“  TTre  declare  our  readiness  to  strike  hands  with  the  colored  people  of  Alabama 
on  the  basis  of  mutual  benefaction .” 

The  more  usual  plan  adopted,  however,  is  coercion  by  threats  of  starva¬ 
tion.  Under  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  it  is  a  penitentiary  offence  for  an 
employer  to  use  undue  influence  over  the  votes  of  his  workmen.  While  we 
thus  guard  the  sanctity  of  the  ballot-box,  let  us  see  how  Southern  Democ¬ 
racy  discharges  the  trust  which  the  superior  race  owes  to  the  inferior. 

Thus  Ex-Governor  Perry,  of  South  Carolina,  advises  : — 

“  They  should  also  be  told  that  whilst  they  continue  to  act  with  those  bad  men 
in  oppressing  and  disfranchising  the  Democrats,  they  will  not  be  employed  or 
favored  by  the  Democracy  of  South  Carolina.  The  scalawags  and  radicals  cannot 
employ  them  or  assist  them,  and  they  should  be  taught  to  know  who  their  true 
friends  are.” 

Wade  Hampton,  in  his  Charleston  speech,  urged  : — 

“Agree  among  yourselves,  and  act  firmly  on  this  agreement,  that  you  will  not 
empjoy  any  one  who  votes  the  Radical  ticket.  Use  all  the  means  that  are  placed 
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in  your  hands  to  control  this  element  by  which  the  Radical  party  seek  to  degrade 
us  while  they  secure  success,  and  we  can  turn  their  batteries  against  themselves. 
It  will  not  do  to  say  that  the  negro  has  no  right  to  vote ;  for,  right  or  wrong,  he 
will  vote  in  this  next  election,  and  his  vote  may  turn  the  scale.  Let  us  meet  this 
as  a  practical  question,  and  seek,  out  of  this  great  evil  that  has  been  inflicted  upon 
us,  to  work  good  for  ourselves.  Secure  victory  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  we 
have  an  easy  and  prompt  solution  in  that  party  of  all  questions  which  belong  of 
right  to  the  States  themselves,  as  does  the  question  of  suffrage.” 

Acting  upon  this  hint,  Democratic  clubs  are  forming,  which  pledge  their 
members  strictly  to  this  course.  Thus  the  Columbia  (S.  C.)  Phoenix  pub¬ 
lishes  the  proceedings  of  a  club  lately  established  there  : — 

“ Resolved ,  That  no  member  of  this  club  shall  employ,  rent  lands  to,  or  patronize 
any  Radical,  after  the  present  contracts  shall  have  expired.  And  that,  from  this 
date,  we  will  not  give  employment  to  any  freedmen  who  are  straggling  over  the 
country  as  day  laborers,  who  cannot  show  that  they  are  members  of  some  Demo¬ 
cratic  association. 

“  Our  club  numbers  136,  and  still  they  come.  H.  C.  MOSLEY,  Secretary .” 

Nor  is  this  proscription  to  be  confined  to  the  colored  race  alone.  All  Union 
men  in  the  South  are  to  be  branded  and  expelled  from  intercourse.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Hon.  B.  H.  Hill,  in  his  Atlanta  speech : — 

“Not  one  man  that  dares  record  his  vote  for  the  inequality  and  vassalage  of  the 
Southern  States,  and  the  degradation  of  his  own  race,  ought  ever  to  be  received 
into  a  decent  family  in  Georgia  or  in  the  South  now  or  hereafter.  (Cries  of 
‘Never!’)  And  this  rule  we  can  make  now.  If  we  have  not  the  power  to  help 
make  the  laws  for  our  government  or  for  society,  thank  God  we  can  at  least  pass 
social  laws  for  our  own  homes.  I  charge  you  this  day,  as  you  honor  your  children 
and  your  household,  and  would  preserve  your  good  name  for  your  posterity,  never 
suffer  a  single  native  renegade,  who  votes  for  the  vassalage  of  thesevStates,  and  the 
disgrace  of  your  children  and  your  race,  to  darken  your  doors  or  to  speak  to  any 
member  of  your  family.” 

Civil  War  Threatened. 

This,  however,  is  the  peaceful  part  of  the  programme.  With  the  revival 
of  the  rebel  spirit  and  rebel  hopes  comes  a  renewal  of  the  old  threats  of 
appealing  to  force  in  case  of  disappointment.  Indeed,  if  we  are  to  believe 
one-half  of  what  we  find  in  Democratic  organs  it  is  hard  to  see  how  war  is 
to  be  avoided.  According  to  General  Blair  the  success  of  the  Democratic 
party  means  that  the  President  is  to  “  trample  in  the  dust”  the  laws  of 
Congress.  He  admits  that  there  is  no  peaceful  way  of  undoing  what  has 
been  done,  and  that  the  army  must  be  used  to  “disperse  the  carpet-bag 
State  governments,”  since  this  cannot  be  accomplished  by  law  ;  and,  as  the 
political  complexion  of  the  Senate  will  remain  unchanged,  that  body  must 
be  “  compelled  to  submit.”  In  this  he  is  supported  by  his  party.  The 
Pittsburg  Post  declares — 

“  General  Blair’s  doctrine  on  this  subject  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Democratic  party. 
He  has  expressed  it  forcibly ;  but  others  have  advocated  the  same  thing,  and  it  is 
in  accordance  with  true  wisdom  and  sound  policy.” 

While  the  Louisville  Journal  calmly  reviews  the  eventual  possibilities  of 
the  plan,  and  does  not  hesitate  to  conclude — 

“  This  is  Frank  Blair’s  method,  and  it  is  ours;  and  if,  in  order  to  obtain  it  and 
prevent  the  system  which  proposes  illegally  to  place  the  black  race  over  the  white 
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and  one  section  over  the  other,  to  end  at  last  with  a  despotism  and  a  dictator,  it 
becomes  necessary  to  fight,  why,  we’ll  fight.” 

If  such  is  to  be  the  result  of  Democratic  success,  let  us  see  what  hopes 
are  held  out  to  us  by  the  fire-eaters  in  case  of  their  defeat.  It  is  the  old 
story  of  brag  and  bluster.  Whether  American  freemen,  who  have  whipped 
rebellion  in  fair  fight,  are  to  be  awed  by  such  idle  talk  will  be  shown  in 
November.  Yet  it  is  melancholy  to  think  that  rebels  who  in  1865  were 
ready  to  submit  to  any  terms  should  have  been  emboldened  through  Demo¬ 
cratic  sympathy  and  support  to  assume  that  they'  have  the  right  and  the 
power  to  threaten  us  with  a  renewal  of  the  struggle.  They  can  scarcely, 
indeed,  be  held  responsible  tvben  Democratic  demoralization  can  lead  a 
man  who  once  fought  for  the  Union  to  set  them  the  example.  At  the 
Washington  ratification  meeting  for  Seymour  and  Blair,  Gen.  Thomas 
Ewing,  Jr.,  the  defeated  aspirant  for  the  vice-presidential  nomination, 
said — 

“On  the  3d  of  November  next  the  American  people  will  endeavor  to  restore 
those  States  to  their  constitutional  rights.  Should  this  by  a  possibility  fail,  the 
white  population  of  those  States  may  succeed  in  placing  themselves  in  possession 
of  their  governments,  otherwise ,  as  sure  as  the  Anglo-Saxon  blood  runs  in  the  veins 
of  Southern  men ,  there  will  be  an  upheaval  of  civil  war ,  and  then,  should  Congress 
sustain  the  blacks,  ashes  will  cover  the  ruins  of  the  whole  republic.” 

We  need  not,  therefore,  be  surprised  at  such  utterances  as  the  following 
by  Mr.  Bamsey  in  the  Georgia  Democratic  State  Convention. 

“We  have  aroused  in  our  might  once  more,  under  the  leadership  of  Seymour  and 
Blair,  to  raise  the  Constitution  from  the  dust.  Georgia  has  passed  through  a  fiery 
ordeal.  Some  of  her  children,  during  the  war  she  was  compelled  to  wage,  deserted 
her  and  joined  her  enemies.  Let  them  be  like  Arnold,  forever  accursed.  We  have 
seen  our  soldiers  fall,  our  cities  in  flames,  our  citizens  torn  from  their  peaceful 
homes.  We  looked  upon  it  unmoved  and  unblanched.  But  we  can  bear  it  no 
longer.  We  will  now,  at  all  hazards ,  recover  our  lost  liberties  and  restore  the 
State.  We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  great  revolution,  which  may  end  peacefully  at  the 
ballet-box;  but  if  not,  then  the  true  men  of  the  South  will  rally  once  more  around 
their  now  folded  banner,  and  will  try  the  issue  at  the  cartridge-box.  [Loud  and 
enthusiastic  applause.]  Remember  the  ancestors  from  whom  you  sprung.  There 
are  men  in  the  North  who  are  now  truly  with  you ,  and  who  will,  in  such  a  conflict, 
if  necessary,  lead  your  battalions.11 

And  he  was  followed  by.  Mr.  Clake,  who  made  a  speech  pledging  himself 
before  God  to  fight  to  the  last  the  new  governments  which  had  been  set  up 
in  the  South. 

The  Mobile  Register,  in  its  issue  of  July  22,  gives  us  what  we  may  pre¬ 
sume  is  good  Democratic  doctrine,  since  its  editor,  John  Forsyth,  was  a 
delegate  to  the  New  York  Convention. 

“We  start  with  what  we  regard  as  a  postulate,  and  that  is,  that  nothing  but  an 
overwhelming  Democratic  victory  in  November,  the  effect  of  which  will  be  to  drive 
from  power  the  enemies  of  free  government  and  the  oppressors  of  the  people  of  ten 
States,  can  avert  a  civil  war  in  the  land. 

“If  by  any  species  of  chicanery  or  fraud  the  legitimate  voices  of  a  majority  of 
the  whole  people  of  the  United  States  are  contemned  and  the  Radical  candidates 
are  pronounced  elected  by  the  Radical  Congress,  the  Democracy  of  the  country 
will  not  submit  to  it,  and  will  take  arms  to  sustain  the  decrees  of  the  ballot-box. 
This  is  the  sentiment  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  even  the  New  York  World, 
which,  with  its  great  ability  and  outspoken  boldness  on  general  political  questions, 
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has  heretofore  been  fishy  on  this  subject,  in  its  latest  number  proclaims  that  a 
majority  under  such  circumstances  would  be  recreants  to  duty  and  ancestry,  and 
cowards,  did  they  not  fight  to  maintain  their  political  rights.  If  the  Radicals  are 
persuaded  that  the  Democracy  is  in  earnest  on  this  subject  they  will  not  venture 
on  the  great  fraud.” 

“  An  overwhelming  Democratic  majority  will  remove  the  danger,  and  these  ene¬ 
mies  to  liberty  will  be  cowed  into  decency  and  frightened  from  their  revolutionary 
purposes.  Now,  if  civil  war  comes  out  of  this  conflict  of  political  forces,  the  white 
men  of  the  South  can  not  be  worsted  ;  for  war  and  its  terrors  in  their  deadliest 
form  are  not  comparable  to  the  evils  they  will  have  to  endure  under  a  perpetuation 
of  scalawag  and  carpet-bag  rule.  And  here,  we  may  as  well  say,  that  the  people  of 
the  South  do  not  intend  to  submit  to  that  permanent  rule,  result  as  the  Presidential 
election  may .” 

So  the  Memphis  Appeal,  edited  by  the  rebel  General  Albert  Pike,  inau¬ 
gurates  the  era  of  good  feeling  proclaimed  by  the  Democracy: — 

“  Young  men,  it  is  for  you  to  bring  back  these  golden  days.  The  South  is  our 
land;  the  North  is  a  foreign  and  hostile  realm.  Stand  at  the  altar  of  your  coun¬ 
try.  Swear  eternal  hatred  of  its  oppressors.  Swear  that  the  day  shall  come,  if 
these  oppressors  shall  continue,  when  the  Susquehanna  and  Ohio  shall  be  like  rivers 
of  fire,  as  they  are  now  rivers  of  blood,  between  your  native  land  and  that  of  the 

Northern  Huns,  which  no  man  shall  attempt  to  cross  and  live .  We  do  not 

love,  and  shall  not  attempt  to  love  that  Union,  though  we  have  agreed  to  obey  the 
laws  of  the  conqueror.  If  the  old  Union  cannot  be  restored,  we  will  hope  to  see 
the  South  independent  before  we  die;  and  if  Jacobinism  is  to  become  supreme  in 
the  North,  we  wish  there  could  be  an  impassable  wall,  or  a  gulf  of  fire  between  it 
and  our  Southern  States.  The  day  will  come  when  the  South  will  be  independent .” 

In  a  similar  mood  the  Augusta  Chronicle — 

“  While,  therefore,  the  Democrats  and  Conservatives  of  the  South  should  do 
nothing  to  bring  on  a  riot  or  bloodshed,  they  should  be  prepared  for  any  emergency. 
They  should  organize  and  arm  themselves,  and  be  ready  at  any  moment  to  assemble 
for  their  own  protection  and  defence  against  the  Radical  mob  which  is  organized  and 
will  be  armed  against  them.  ‘An  ounce  preventive  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure/  and 
the  knowledge  that  we  are  prepared  for  them  may  deter  the  revolutionary  gentry 
from  any  overt  act  of  hostility  or  mob  violence.” 

What  the  organization  thus  recommended  means  may  perhaps  be  guessed 
from  the  boast  of  another  of  the  delegates  to  New  York,  C.  S.  Cameron, 
at  the  Little  Rock  (Ark.)  Seymour  and  Blair  ratification  meeting — • 

“  ‘In  sixty  days  from  the  adjournment  of  the  convention  500,000  soldiers  would 
be  organized  into  companies,  regiments,  and  brigades,  and  army  corps,  ready,  if 
need  be,  to  march  to  Washington.’  He  recommended  every  secesh  to  take  the 
oath  required  by  the  Reconstruction  law — that  it  was  unconstitutional,  and  not 
binding,  and  he  closed  by  saying :  ‘We  will  take  this  oath  all  over  the  State,  and 
send  three  votes  into  the  Electoral  College,  and  three  Representatives  to  Congress, 
and  if  Ben.  Wade  does  not  count  our  vote,  then  comes  the  military  organization, 
with  Gen.  Slocum  at  its  head,  all  armed  and  equipped.’  (Universal  cheering  fol¬ 
lowed.”] 

Wade  Hampton,  too,  in  his  Charleston  speech,  proclaims  that  he  is 
ready  and  willing  to  disregard  his  obligations  as  a  paroled  prisoner. 

“  He  told  them  that  he  had  in  his  possession  the  flag,  shattered  and  torn,  which 
they  loved  so  well  and  under  which  they  had  fought  so  long  and  gallantly.  He  had 
preserved  it  from  the  general  wreck  ;  he  had  cherished  it.  [Great  applause.]  And 
he  intended  to  keep  it  until  we  had  a  State  again,  to  whose  keeping  he  would  com¬ 
mit  it  as  one  of  the  most  cherished  memories  of  our  unfortunate  cause.  His  sword, 
he  trusted,  was  never  stained  by  dishonesty  or  cruelty.  [A  voice,  ‘  Never.’]  It 
had  been  drawn  in  defence  of  his  State.  He  trusted  it  had  been  sheathed  in  honor. 
And  he  hoped  that  it  might  never  be  drawn  again  ;  but  if  ever  his  State  needed  his 
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services  again,  in  whatever  land  he  might  be,  and  at  any  time  and  under  any  circum¬ 
stances,  his  life  was  at  her  disposal.  [Cheers.]  He  thought,  however,  that  the 
coming  victory  of  the  Democratic  party  would  restore  the  South  to  her  rights  in 
the  Union,  under  the  Constitution  of  our  forefathers.” 

While  the  Petersburg  (Ya.)  Index  proclaims  that 

“Should  deliverance  from  Radical  rule  fail  to  come,  there  are  millions  in  the 
South  to  whom  life  would  become  so  worthless  that  they  would  gladly  throw  it 
away  to  be  avenged  on  the  adversary.” 

And  the  Richmond  Enquirer  piously  observes  that 

“The  whiter  men  of  the  Southern  States  ‘have  seen  the  day  when  they  could  use 
the  bullet,  and  if  God,  in  his  anger,  permit  the  necessity  to  arise,  they  will  see  it 
again.’  ” 

Encouraged  by  these  warlike  demonstrations  on  the  part  of  its  Southern 
allies,  the  New  York  World,  which  before  the  convention  argued  that 
nothing  in  any  event  could  overthrow  the  reconstruction  acts,  now  boldly 
chimes  in  by  declaring  that  all  votes,  rebel  or  loyal,  whether  disfranchised 
or  not,  shall  be  counted.  In  its  issue  of  July  23d,  it  proclaims 

“  The  time  has  now  come  when  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  whole  country 
will  assert  their  right  to  control  the  Government  of  the  country.  If  the  Republi¬ 
can  party  are  a  majority  of  the  whole  country,  we  will  submit ;  if  they  are  not  a 
majority  of  the  whole  adult  male  population,  they  shall  submit,  or  else  ‘we  will 
know  the  reason  why.’  If  they  exclude  us  from  the  polls,  or  refuse  to  count  our 
votes,  we  shall  be  none  the  less  a  majority  in  consequence  of  such  exclusion,  and 
being  a  majority,  and  having  the  preponderance  of  physical  strength,  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  will  not  be  found  so  wanting  in  manhood  as  to  be  ruled  by  a  reckless, 
usurping  minority.  The  Democratic  party  has  been  a  majority  of  the  whole  people 
for  the  last  two  years,  and  as  we  are  pretty  certain  to  remain  so  until  November, 
it  may  as  well  be  understood  that  we  shall  not  thereafter  permit  the  minority  to 
continue  their  violations  of  the  Constitution.  If  they  refuse  to  count  our  votes  at 
the  polling  places,  we  have  arithmetic  enough  to  count  our  own  sinewy  arms.” 

And  having  thus  declared  in  advance  that  by  force  or  fraud  the  party  means 
to  inaugurate  its  candidates,  it  scornfully,  in  its  issue  of  August  8th,  accepts 
the  charge  of  being  revolutionary. 

“  *  Revolution  !’  Why  this  is  the  same  cry  which  the  British  loyalists  raised  to 
deter  our  fathers  from  resisting  tyranny ;  but,  as  it  failed  then,  it  shall  fail  now.  If 
it  were  revolution  twenty  times  over,  we  mean  to  have  fewer  taxes  and  a  better 
currency,  civil  government  and  a  Union  inside,  and  not  outside  of  the  Constitution.” 

In  this  it  is  supported  by  the  rebel  press.  Thus  the  Petersburg  (Ya.) 
Index — 

“Under  our  laws  Yirginia  has  a  right  to  vote  in  the  next  Presidential  election. 
Traitors  would  deny  us  that  right  and  accompany  that  denial  with  threats.  Vir¬ 
ginians  are  not  to  be  frightened.  Yirginia  has  an  unquestionable  right  to  vote, 
and  Yirginia  will  vote.  We  owe  it  to  ourselves — to  truth — to  the  national  Demo¬ 
cracy.  The  law  is  clear.  Yirginia  must  vote.  To  the  counting  of  our  votes  the 
national  Democracy  stands  solemnly  pledged.  Let  us  do  our  duty,  and  vote.  Let 
us  leave  to  the  people  of  the  North  their  duty— counting  our  vote.” 


Too  much  Plainness  of  Speech. 

All  this  vaporing  fury  is  not  calculated  to  help  the  Northern  allies  of 
the  rebellion  with  the  honest  masses,  and  some  of  them  are  shrewd  enough 
to  see  it.  Thus,  in  the  N.  Y.  Citizen,  the  lamented  General  Halpine,  whose 
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Democratic  office-holding  had  not  quite  extinguished  his  unionism,  just 
before  his  death  remonstrated  with  his  Southern  friends  on  the  exuberance 
of  their  demonstrations — 

“  At  Vicksburg  and  Fort  St.  Philip  we  brayed  them  with  our  mortars,  at  Fort 
Pulaski  we  devoted  our  rifled  ordnance  to  their  service,  at  Savannah  we  turned 
our  fifteen-inch  guns  to  their  improvement,  and  at  Richmond  we  gave  them  the 
finishing  touch  with  whatever  we  had  at  command  -;  and  yet  they  come  back  to  us 
> — what  is  left  of  them — as  fresh  in  their  folly  as  ever.  In  fact,  the  process  seems 
only  to  have  brought  the  disease  to  the  surface,  and  they  are  blooming  all  over 
with  folly-spots,  as  well-soaked  topers  do  with  gin  blossoms.  One  of  them  helps 
along  the  election  of  Seymour  and  Blair  by  announcing  that  it  would  result  in  the 
salvation  of  the  ‘Lost  Cause.’  Another  repudiates  the  plank  of  the  Democratic 
platform  which  announces  as  the  settled  conviction  of  North  and  South  alike — of 
union  and  rebel  soldiers — that  secession  is  dead;  and  they  all  proclaim  that  the 
election  of  Seymour  and  Blair  is  to  be  the  vindication,  and  possibly  the  renewal,  of 
rebellion. 

“  This  is  bad  enough ;  but  worse  remains  to  be  told.  It  is  announced  that  rebel 
generals  and  Congressmen,  soldiers  with  hands  red  with  the  blood  of  our  fellow 
Northerners,  and  politicians  fresh  from  plotting  the  destruction  of  the  Union,  are 
to  stump  the  North  against  Grant  and  Colfax.  We  have  all  we  can  do  to  win  this 
election  at  best— save  us  from  this  assistance,  or  we  are  lost.  Let  them  carry  their 
own  States  ;  that  employment  will  occupy  their  full  time,  and  require  more  abili¬ 
ties  than  they  have  as  yet  shown  in  this  canvass.  If  they  can  draw  over  the  negro 
vote  on  a  fair  basis,  such  as  qualified  suffrage,  let  them  do  so.  We  do  not  care  to 
have  Buckner’s  opinion  that  Grant  is  no  general.  Questions  of  this  kind  are 
pretty  well  settled  in  our  view,  and  are  not  involved  in  the  present  election.  If 
they  were,  and  the  Democrats  took  the  Southern  side,  we  should  not  be  left  with  a 
corporal’s  guard  on  election  day.  Every  rebel  speech  made  at  the  North — and 
rebels  seem  unable  to  make  any  but  rebel  speeches — will  cost  us  a  hundred  votes 
for  every  one  it  gains.” 

The  Charleston  Mercury  took  the  nint,  and  on  July  30th,  passed  round 
the  word  to  be.  more  reticent,  so  that  we  shall  probably  hear  less  of  these 
wicked  follies,  though  the  feelings  which  prompt  them  will  only  grow 
fiercer  from  the  restraint — 

“  Private  advices  from  our  most  strenuous  friends  at  the  North  request  that  we 
should  protest  against  the  imprudent  expressions  that  have  escaped  some  Southern 
speakers  since  the  adjournment  of  the  National  Democratic  Convention.-  It  is 
represented  to  us  that  great  injury  is  accruing  to  the  cause  from  such  imprudence. 
We  therefore  shall  make  no  apologies  for  asking  the  attention  of  our  public  speak¬ 
ers  to  the  fact.  We  are  all  desirous  of  pushing  on  the  good  work  of  success,  and 
no  one  would  voluntarily  impede  its  course  who  was  aware  of  the  fact.  While  no 
man  in  the  South  should  be,  and  no  true  man  is,  ashamed  of  our  great  lost  cause, 
and  while  when  we  speak  of  the  past  we  should  speak  like  true  men,  it  is  question¬ 
able  whether  at  this  time  anything  is  to  he  gained  by  too  much  reference  to  things 
that  jar  on  people's  nerves.  What  we  want  just  now  is  to  win.  Let  us  keep 
our  powder  for  that  purpose.  Too  much  is  at  stake  to  waste  it  now  in  feux  de  joie. 
Let  us  have  our  pyrotechnics  next  March.  In  the  meantime,  friends,  let  us,  with¬ 
out  abating  one  sentiment  that  is  true,  be  cool  and  steady,  and  give  the  enemy  no 
advantage.  We  have  a  strong  foe  to  encounter.  We  cannot  afford  to  give  him 
all  the  advantage  of  position.  Let  us  guard  our  flanks,  make  secure  our  lines, 
and  when  the  time  comes  next  November,  let  us  down  on  him  like  an  avalanche, 
and  double  him  up  like  a  grub  worm,  and  then  scatter  him  to  the  winds.  We 
have  the  power.  Do  not  let  us  unnecessarily  fritter  it  away  in  unavailing  skir¬ 
mishing  and  heedless,  thoughtless,  scattered  assaults.  Let  us  work  and  speak  to 
win." 

The  N.  Y.  World ,  of  August  4th,  however,  rushes  to  the  rescue  of  its 
Southern  friends.  These  it  defends,  while  it  vents  its  blackguard  spite  at 
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all  who  object  that  the  Government  should  be  placed  under  the  control 
of  rebels  inspired  with  the  fiercest  rebel  spirit — 

“  All  the  dirty  dogs  of  despotism  are  yelping  on  the  track  of  the  Southern 
generals  and  public  men  who  are  breaking  now  a  three  years’  silence,  and  are  parti¬ 
cipating  in  that  part  of  self-government  which  consists  in  moulding  public  opinion 
by  free  speech. 

“  The  dirty  dogs  of  despotism  betray  their  instincts,  for  they  would  deny  to  the 
Southern  leaders  free  speech,  unless  they  lift  their  voices  in  praise  of  their  Military 
Dictator. 

“It  is  false,  but  suppose  it  true,  that  the  Southern  leaders  are  shoving  the  ‘  old 
rebel  spirit.?’  What  of  it?  Is  there  any  white-feathered  miscreant  under  Win- 
dust’s  table  whose  teeth  are  chattering  with  the  fear  of  another  rebellion  ? 

“The  dirty  dogs  of  despotism  would  like  to  jump  at  the  throat  of  every  man 
North  and  South  who  has  the  courage  of  his  opinions  and  who  hates  despotism 
and  all  its  dirty  dogs.  But  the  Southern  men  silenced,  what  would  the  dirty  dogs 
of  despotism  permit  us  then  to  hear  ?  What  do  they  propose  for  our  solace  so 
much  better  than  the  manly,  free,  the  wise  or  the  unwiseSutterances  of  the  leaders 
of  the  rebellion,  now  cordially  returned  to  their  allegiance  and  now  first  again  ex¬ 
ercising  the  first  of  the  privileges  of  freemen  ?” 

At  the  same  time  the  World  has  carefully  abstained  from  allowing  its 
readers  to  see  any  of  the  choice  exhibitions  of  Southern  Democratic  patriot¬ 
ism  so  “  cordially  returned  to  its  allegiance”  and  “  exercising  the  first  of 
the  privileges  of  freemen”  by  spouting  treason  and  threatening  civil  war. 

What  the  South  is  Doing 

It  is  this  caution  on  the  part  of  the  Democratic  organs  to  keep  from  their 
readers  all  knowledge  of  these  movements  of  the  Southern  leaders,  that 
emboldens  Governor  Seymour,  in  his  letter  of  acceptance,  August  4,  to 
make  the  barefaced  statement  that — 

“ While  the  chiefs  of  the  late  rebellion  have  submitted  to  the  results  of  the  war, 
and  are  now  quietly  engaged  in  useful  pursuits  for  the  support  of  themselves  and 
their  families,  and  are  trying  by  the  force  of  their  example  to  lead  back  the  people 
of  the  South  to  the  order  and  industry,  not  only  essential  to  their  well-being,  but 
to  the  greatness  and  prosperity  of  our  common  country,  we  see  that  those  who, 
without  ability  or  influence,  have  been  thrown  by  the  agitations  of  civil  convulsion 
into  positions  of  honor  and  profit,  are  striving  to  keep  alive  the  passions  to  which 
they  owe  their  elevation.  And  they  clamorously  insist  that  they  are  the  only 
friends  of  our  Union — a  Union  that  can  only  have  a  sure  foundation  in  fraternal 
regard  and  a  common  desire  to  promote  the  peace,  the  order,  and  the  happiness  of 
all  sections  of  our  land.” 

While  Governor  Seymour  thus  suppresses  the  truth  concerning  his  sup¬ 
porters  and  insinuates  a  falsehood  with  regard  to  his  opponents,  let  us  see 
for  a  moment  what  are  the  “useful  pursuits”  in  which  his  Southern  friends, 
the  late  rebels,  are  “quietly  engaged.”  Perhaps  Governor  Warmouth,  of 
Louisiana,  knows  more  about  it  than  ex-Governor  Seymour,  of  New  York, 
for,  in  his  official  appeal  of  August  1  to  President  Johnson  for  military 
assistance  to  protect  the  lives  of  his  citizens,  he  states — 

“Also, I  send  other  letters  and  papers,  showing  clearly  that  in  many  sections  there 
exists  no  protection  for  the  citizens  in  courts,  and  that  men  are  shot  down  in  the 
roads,  in  their  homes,  and  elsewhere,  without  any  questions  being  asked  or  steps 
taken  to  bring  the  offenders  to  justice. 

“The  Judge  of  the  Twelfth  Judicial  District  refuses  to  go  to  the  parish  of  Frank- 


16 


lin,  unless  a  force  is  sent  with  him  to  protect  him  from  violence,  and  he  is  not 
obnoxious  on  personal  or  political  grounds,  for  in  politics  he  was  opposed  to  the 
new  constitution,  and  he  is  a  life-long  citizen  of  the  State.  The  sheriff  of  the 
parish  of  Franklin,  a  Democrat,  has  resigned,  confessing  his  inability  to  make  any 
arrests  or  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office  on  account  of  the  condition  of  affairs 
there. 

“  Prominent  Union  men  in  the  parish  Caddo  write  me  that  their  homes  are  beset 
by  desperadoes,  and  that  their  lives  and  property  have  thus  far  been  saved  from 
destruction  only  by  armed  men  who  volunteer  to  guard  them.  As  you  will  see  by 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Hudspeth,  District  Attorney  for  the  Eighth  District,  men,  women, 
and  children  have  recently  been  murdered  in  the  parish  St.  Landry  by  bands  of 
armed  men,  who  remain  thus  far  unpunished  and  unmolested. 

“  The  inclosed  newspaper,  the  Democratic  journal  published  in  Madison  Parish, 
shows  clearly  the  condition  of  affairs  there,  in  corroboration  of  the  statements  con¬ 
tained  in  the  petition  of  Judge  Crawford,  Judge  Wyley,  and  other  gentlemen  of 
north  Louisiana. 

“  From  the  very  best  information,  Mr.  President,  I  have  no  doubt  that  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  men  have  been  murdered  in  Louisiana  in  the  last  month  and  a  half. 
Startling  as  this  statement  is,  letters  of  the  most  reliable  character  fully  confirm  it. 

“  There  seems  to  be  a  settled  determination  on  the  part  of  those  men  who  adhered 
to  the  rebellion  to  either  kill  or  drive  away  Union  white  men  and  leading  colored 
men,  so  as  to  be  able  to  terrify  the  masses  of  the  colored  population  into  voting  as 
they  shall  dictate.  There  is  a  sect  organizing  throughout  the  State  as  the  ‘  K.  W. 
C.,’  the  full  details  of  which,  the  questions,  oaths,  etc.,  Colonel  Deane  will  explain 
to  you.  It  is  founded  for  the  purpose  of  placing  and  keeping  the  colored  people 
in  a  condition  of  inferiority,  and  with  a  view  to  this  end  it  contemplates  and  designs 
the  precipitation  of  a  conflict  between  the  two  races.  Many  prominent  citizens  of 
the  State  are  leaders  in  it.  Members  are  sworn  on  the  most  binding  oaths  to  carry 
out  the  purposes  of  the  organization  at  all  costs,  and  hazards,  and  sacrifices,  and 
by  measures  no  matter  how  desperate  that  their  leaders  may  adopt.  It  has  now 
transpired  that  the  mob  which  threatened  the  Legislature  some  weeks  since  were 
only  prevented  from  enacting  it  on  the  30th  of  July,  1866,  by  the  presence  of 
United  States  troops. 

“  It  was  a  deliberate  determination  of  this  secret  organization  to  assassinate  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  having 
decided  questions  preliminary  to  the  organization  of  the  General  Assembly  in  a 
manner  obnoxious  to  them.  There  are  military  organizations  on  foot  in  this  city 
under  the  auspices  of  this  secret  organization.  They  drill  openly  in  our  streets  at 
night,  or  in  halls  easily  to  be  seen. 

“  In  short,  I  fully  believe  that  there  is  meditated  a  bloody  revolution.  Certainly 
the  fruit  of  this  would  be  a  long-continued,  if  not  hopeless,  confusion  and  disaster, 
and  ruin  to  the  State.  The  presence  of  the  United  States  troops,  in  my  judgment, 
is  necessary  to  prevent  this.” 

Such  are  the  first  fruits  of  the  confederacy  between  Democracy  and 
rebellion.  It  remains  for  the  freemen  of  the  north  to  decide  in  November 
whether  the  New  Rebellion,  thus  openly  organizing  and  threatening  our 
institutions,  shall  be  developed  to  its  full  capacity  of  evil.  If  promptly 
met  with  a  united  front,  it  can  be  crushed  with  the  ballot ;  but  if  through 
negligence  or  supineness  we  allow  it  to  gather  strength,  it  may  require  the 
sharp  remedy  of  the  bullet.  Our  great  leader,  when  he  accepted  our 
nomination,  expressed  the  fervent  prayer  of  all  good  and  true  citizens  in 
saying  “  Let  us  have  Peace,”  and  the  only  -way  in  which  this  prayer  can 
be  granted  is  through  the  ballot-box.  Let  the  voice  of  the  people  proclaim 
the  popular  will  clearly  and  unmistakably  in  condemnation  of  all  the  mad 
schemes  of  Blair,  and  Wade  Hampton,  and  Howell  Cobb,  and  we  shall  see 
demagogue  and  rebel  shrink  into  their  native  insignificance 


